We determined the host range of "Acetobacter bacteriophage A-1." Only Gluconobacter strains were susceptible to this phage; no Acetobacter strain was susceptible. Thus, the correct name of the phage should be Gluconobacter phage A-1. Susceptibility to this phage appears to be a general characteristic of the members of the genus Gluconobacter. The single species of the genus GZuconobacter oxydans contains four subspecies, and susceptibility to the phage was not confined to strains of any particular subspecies. In addition to the Roche strain, three strains, all of which were labeled Acetobacter, were susceptible. Among the 20 resistant strains were 3 Gluconobacter strains.
are not on the Approved Lists of Bacterial Names [7] and have not been validly published as of 1 January 1980; hence, they have no standing in bacteriological nomenclature), Schocher et al. (6) isolated the first bacteriophage for acetic acid bacteria. These authors called this phage "Acetobacter bacteriophage A-1." To determine the host range of this phage, Schocher et al. tested 24 strains of Acetobacter and Gluconobacter species. In addition to the Roche strain, three strains, all of which were labeled Acetobacter, were susceptible. Among the 20 resistant strains were 3 Gluconobacter strains.
Since "A. suboxydans," the name of the original host of bacteriophage A-1, is actually regarded as a later synonym of GZuconobacter oxydans (3,4) and since the genera Acetobacter and Gluconobacter appear to be two closely related but separate taxa (5), we wanted to determine whether bacteriophage A-1 is limited to members of only one genus or whether its host range crosses the generic border line.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
As most of the strains used by Schocher et al. (6) were designated by an American Type Culture Collection number, we were able to check the identities of these strains by consulting the most recent edition of the Catalogue of Strains of the American Type Culture Collection (1). Three of these strains came from our own collection. We do not know the position of one strain, Gbconobacter oxydans subsp. sphaericus IF0 12467, in the system of De Ley and Frateur (3,4).
For our additional host range studies with bacteriophage A-1, we used 11 Ghconobacter strains and 4 Acetobacter strains. These strains were grown on liquid mannitol medium (medium 1 [ 11, without agar) in shaking flasks at 30°C. To determine susceptibility to this phage, we used the following two tests: an agar layer method with mannitol medium in both layers and a spot assay method with the same medium and about 10' phage (plaque-forming units) per drop. The latter method was the more sensitive (Table 1) . Table 1 shows the results of Schocher et al. (6) , adapted to current nomenclature, along with our results.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
From these results, we drew the following conclusions: (i) of 18 GZuconobacter strains, 5 were susceptible to bacteriophage A-1; (ii) of 15 Acetobacter strains, none was susceptible; (iii) susceptible strains were found in three of the four subspecies of G. oxydans; (iv) all three subspecies with susceptible strains also contained strains which were not susceptible; and 
